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HADLEIGH CEMETERY

Terms & Conditions for Natural Burial Meadow

1. All burials will conform to statutory requirements and have due regard to the ethos as a natural burial area and to other users

2. Graves will be excavated only by prior arrangement through your chosen funeral director

3. The Council reserves the right to, and will, allocate all grave spaces even when pre-purchased.  Grave spaces reserved simultaneously will be adjoining unless otherwise agreed

4. The granting of burial rights gives the right to a single burial only in each plot.  Any burial rights granted give no further rights over the freehold of the land

5. The Exclusive Right of Burial in graves is granted for a period of 99 years

6. Full interments in shrouds, coffins and other associated products should be made only of natural, biodegradable materials. Coffins made of veneered chipboard or MDF are banned as are coffins made from tropical hardwoods, even those from assumed sustainable sources. Your funeral director can advise further on acceptable materials.  Cremated remains may be poured directly into a specified plot.  Wedding rings and similar objects may not be interred with burials or ashes.

7. Unless required by law bodies should not be embalmed, or embalmed only with approved non-toxic chemicals.

8. In order not to impair the ecological and aesthetic conditions of the natural cemetery landscape, no tokens of remembrance will be permitted on the grave.  The grave will, however, be sown with a moderate number of native wildflowers to enhance the overall development of the meadow.  Visitors may not sow seeds, plant bulbs, flowers, shrubs or grasses on the plots.

9. Picking of flowers, shrubs or grasses is prohibited and no naturally germinated seedlings apart from bramble, thistle, nettle etc may be weeded from the plots.  Visitors must take care to create as little disturbance as possible to the flora and fauna.

10. In order to allow this area to develop as a natural meadow, the leaving of wreaths and flowers being left following an interment is discouraged.  Any that are left must be free of any cellophane, paper or other plastic wrappings/ties and be cleared away within 10 days of the burial.  The Council reserve the right to clear any prohibited or inappropriate items immediately and without notice and clear any grave after 10 days.  All removed items will be disposed of.  We cannot accept responsibility for any loss or damage suffered to items left at the Cemetery.

11. The location of all graves must and will be recorded by the Council.  One small in-ground indicator is permitted to mark the grave.  This must follow the prescribed dimensions and materials (see below)

12. Every burial will be recorded in our Burial Registers and allocated a unique reference number.  Cremated remains may be scattered in permitted areas with prior written approval and payment of the appropriate fee in force at the time.  

13. No paths will be constructed in this area, although some grass will be cut regularly to form a walkway

14. Personal data will be collected, held and used in accordance with the Data Protection Act 2018 and the General Data Protection Regulation.  It is the responsibility of the purchaser to keep contact details up to date and inform of any changes

15. Dogs are not permitted in any part of the Hadleigh Cemetery
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16. Due to concerns regarding the impact on the environment, animal welfare, the fire risk to buildings, property and crops, risk to aviation and impact on emergency services and public safety, the use or release of lighted sky lanterns and helium filled latex balloons by all users, licence applicants, event organisers and their authorised agents is prohibited on all land owned by Hadleigh Town Council.

17. In the event of any questions arising as to the interpretation or application of any of these Regulations, the Council’s decision shall be final and binding.  The Council reserves the right to alter the Regulations from time to time as it deems necessary.

This is a natural area and Hadleigh Town Council and its staff can take no responsibility for the safety of visitors. Due to the natural topography of the site disabled access may be limited in places. We welcome children to this area but would remind responsible adults to keep them under close supervision.  Please note that there are no facilities at the site.
When visiting or following a funeral you are welcome to stay as long as you wish.  However, please be aware that this is a working cemetery and we would ask that if there is another funeral taking place when you visit to please respect peace and privacy.
On-site car parking is provided, including designated bays for disabled visitors.  Hadleigh Town Council nor its staff can accept any responsibility for loss or damage

Memorial markers

Depending on the wishes of the Deceased, Executor of the deceased or the owner of the Exclusive Right of Burial, graves in the Natural Burial Meadow can be marked by a single plaque of native hardwood, untreated (no varnish or paint) but colourless oil may be permitted, of maximum 30 x 30cm laid flush to the ground and can contain name, date of birth, date of death and grave reference number.   
Markers should be placed flush to the ground and not fixed to the ground.  This means that the plaque can be removed to dry out, cleaned up and reoiled if necessary to prolong them.  Also this means that the strimmer/mower can pass over it.  We would like the graves to be as natural as possible so please do not mark around the graves or place any ornamentation as they will be removed.
For those who do not wish to place a memorial on any grave there is the option to purchase a memorial leaf to be placed upon the Memorial Tree for a period of 10 years, after which there will be the option to extend this for a further 10 years for the fee of £80.00 or, if not required, the leaf can be collected by the purchaser if desired.
Application forms for a memorial plaque or leaf are available from Hadleigh Town Council.
Please see our information on fees for further details.
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